
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B.A. (Honors) Sociology 
 

Scheme of Courses and Syllabus 
 

Under Choice Based Credit System (CBCS) 
 

Dibrugarh University 
 



Scheme For Courses For BA (Honors) Sociology under CBCS 
For Honors in Sociology: A+(B)+C+D+ (E)=140 Credits (Credits in the Parenthesis could be Earned Outside the Department) 

 (A)  
(C) (D)* (E)**  

CORE COURSES (B)  
Skill Enhancement Course (SEC) Elective: Elective: Generic Elective  (14 Courses) Ability Enhancement  

(2 Courses) Discipline Specific DSE (GE)  

(5 Lectures+ 1 Tutorial per Courses (AECC) 
Semester (2 Lectures) (4 Courses) (4 Courses) 

Course) (2 Courses)  
(2 Credits per Course) (5 Lectures+1 Tutorial Per Course) (5 Lectures+1 Tutorial Per Course)  

6 Credits per Course 2 Credits per Course  2x2=4 Credits 4x6=24 Credits 4x6=24 Credits  

14x6=84 Credits 2x2=4 Credits     

      

 Core 1     

I 
Introduction to Sociology I (English/ MIL Communication)/ Environmental   GE 01 Indian Society: Images and 

Core 2 Science 
  

Realities    

 Sociology of India I     

 Core 3     

II 
Introduction to Sociology II (English/ MIL Communication)/ Environmental   

GE 02 Family and Intimacy 
Core 4 Science 

  

    

 Sociology of India II     

 Core 5     

 Political Sociology  
SEC 01 

  

III 
Core 6 

  

GE 03 Rethinking Development 
 Reading, Writing and Reasoning for  

Sociology of Religion 
  

  

Sociology 
  

 Core 7    

     

 Sociology of Gender     

 Core 8     

 Economic Sociology     

IV 
Core 9  SEC 02  

GE 04 Gender and Violence 
Sociology of Kinship 

 
Techniques of Ethnographic Film Making 

 

    

 Core 10     

 Social Stratification     

 Core 11   DSE 01. Urban Sociology  

 Sociological Thinkers I   DSE 02. Agrarian Sociology  

V Core 12   DSE 03. Environmental Sociology  
 

Sociological Research Methods 
    

   

DSE 04. Sociology of Work 
 

 I    

    DSE 05. Sociology of Health and  

 Core 13   Medicine  

 Sociological Thinkers II   DSE 06. Indian Sociological  

VI    Traditions  

 Core 14   DSE 07. Visual Cultures  
 

Sociological Research Methods 
    

   

DSE 08. Reading Ethnographies 
 

 II   

 

 

 DSE09.Societies in North East India  
 



*(a) Students have to choose any two of these 4 courses on offer in each semester. (b) Any Student may opt to do Independent research essay in the VI semester for 6 credits instead of a DSE 

course. ** Departments may offer additional/ alternative Generic Electives from the list of Generic Electives. 



 
 

CORE COURSE 1 

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY - I 
 

Total Credit=6  

Total Marks 80+20=100 

Total Classes: 38 

Total Tutorials: 7 

Class duration: 1 class=1 hour 

 1 tutorial = 1 hour 

6 classes per week 

 

 

Course Objective: 

The mandate of the course is to introduce the discipline to students from diverse 

trainings and capabilities. The course is intended to introduce the students to a 

sociological way of thinking. It also provides a foundation for the other more 

detailed and specialized courses in sociology. 

 

 

 Classes Tutorials  Marks  

1. Sociology: Discipline and Perspective 8 2 20 

1.1 Thinking Sociologically 

1.2 Emergence of Sociology and Social 

Anthropology 

 2. Sociology and Other Social Sciences 13 2 20 

2.1 Sociology and Social Anthropology 

2.2 Sociology & Psychology 

2.3 Sociology & History 

3. Basic Concepts 17 3 40 

3.1 Individual and Group: Primary, Secondary, In 

Group, Out Group, Reference Group, Peer 

Group, Clique, Interest Group, Pressure Group. 

3.2 Associations and Institutions 

3.3 Culture and Society 

3.4 Social Change: Meaning , Direction and 

Dimensions 

 

 

COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 
1. Sociology: Discipline and Perspective (1-3 Weeks) 

1.1 Thinking Sociologically 

1.1.1 Johnson, Allan G. 2008, The Forest and the Trees: Sociology as Life Practice 

and Promise, Philadelphia: Temple University Press, Introduction and Chapter 1, 

‘The Forest, the Trees and One Thing’, Pp. 1-36 

1.1.2 Beteille, Andre, 2009, Sociology: Essays in Approach and Method, Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, Chapter 1, ‘Sociology and Common Sense’, Pp. 13-27 

1.1.3 Garner, James Finn, 1994, Politically Correct Bedtime Stories: Modern Tales 

for Our Life and Times, New Jersey: John Wiley & Sons Inc., Chapters, ‘Little Red 

Riding Hood’ & ‘Rumpelstiltskin’ 



 
 

1.1.4. General Sociology , Saikia,  J.P & H. Borgohain, Bidya Bhaban, Jorhat  

1.2 Emergence of Sociology 

1.2.1 Ritzer, George, 1996, Classical Sociological Theory, New York: McGraw 

Hill, Chapter 1, ‘A Historical Sketch of Sociological Theory- The Early Years’, 

Pp. 13-46 

1.2.2 General Sociology , Saikia, J.P & H. Borgohain, Bidya Bhaban, Jorhat 

2. Sociology and Other Social Sciences ( 4-6 Weeks) 

2.1 Sociology and Social Anthropology 

2.1.1 Béteille, André, 1985, Six Essays in Comparative Sociology, New Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, Chapter 1, ‘Sociology and Social Anthropology’, Pp. 1- 

20  

2.1.2 Beteille, André, 2002, Sociology: Essays in Approach & Method, Oxford 

University Press, Chapter 2, ‘Sociology and Social Anthropology’, Pp. 28-54 

2.1.3 General Sociology , Saikia, J.P & H. Borgohain, Bidya Bhaban, Jorhat 

2.2 Sociology & Psychology 

2.2.1 Bottomore, T. B. 1971, Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature, 

London: Allen and Unwin. Chapter 4, ‘The Social Sciences, History and 

Philosophy’, Pp. 65-80 

2.2.2 Beattie, J., 1966, Other Cultures, London R.K.P., Chapter 2, ‘Social 

Anthropology and Some Other Sciences of Man’, Pp. 25- 29 
 

2.3 Sociology & History 

2.3.1Burke, Peter, 1980, Sociology and History, George Allen and Unwin, Chapter 

1, ‘Sociologists and Historians’, Pp. 13-30 

3. Basic Concepts (7-14 Weeks) 

3.1. Individual and Group 

3.1.1 MacIver, Robert M, and Charles Hunt Page. 1949. Society, New York: 

Rinehart. Chapter 10, ‘Types of Social Groups’, Pp. 213-237 

3.1.2 Horton, Paul B., Chester L. Hunt. 2004, Sociology. New Delhi: Tata 

McGraw-Hill, Chapter 8, Pp. 185-209 

3.2 Associations and Institutions 

3.2.1. Horton, Paul B., Chester L. Hunt. 2004, Sociology. New Delhi: Tata 

McGraw Hill. Chapter 9, Pp. 210- 229 

3.2.2 Firth, Raymond, 1956, Human Types, Thomas Nelson & Sons, Chapter 3, 

‘Work and Wealth of Primitive Communities’, Pp. 71-97 

3.3 Culture and Society 

3.3.1 Bierstedt, Robert, 1974, The Social Order, New York: 

McGraw Hill Book Company Part 3, Chapter 5, ‘The Meaning of Culture’, p. 125‐ 
151, Chapter 6, ‘The Content of Culture’ Pp. 152‐187, Chapter 7, ‘The Acquisition 

of Culture’, Pp. 188-212 

3.3.2 Redfield, Robert 1956, Chapter 16, ‘How Human Society Operates’, in Harry 

L Shapiro (ed.) Man, Culture and Society. New York: Oxford University Press, Pp. 

345-368 

3.4 Social Change 



 
 

3.4.1 Bierstedt, Robert 1974, The Social Order, McGraw Hill, Chapter 20, ‘The 

Problem of Social Change’ Pp. 527-567 

3.4.2 Ritzer, George, 2004, The McDonaldisation of Society, Pine Forge Press, 

Chapter 1, ‘An Introduction to McDonaldisation’, Pp. 1-20, Chapter 2, 

McDonaldisation and Its Precursors’ Pp. 21-39, Chapter 9, ‘McDonaldisation In a 

Changing World’, Pp. 167-199  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Core Corse 02 

Sociology of India – I 

 
Total Credit=6  

   Total Marks 80+20=100 

 Total Classes: 38 

Total Tutorials: 7 

Class duration: 1 class=1 hour 

 1 tutorial = 1 hour 

6 classes per week 

Course Objective: 

This paper introduces the processes and modes of construction of knowledge of 

India. Further, it aims to draw attention to the key concepts and institutions which 

are useful for the understanding of Indian society. 

 

1. India: An Object of Knowledge 
 

Classes Tutorials  Marks  

 15 2 30 

1.1 The Colonial Discourse 
1.2 The Nationalist Discourse 

1.3 The Subaltern Critique 

2. Indian Society: Concepts and 

Institutions 

23 5 50 

2.1 Caste: Concept and Critique 
2.2 Agrarian Classes 

2.3 Industry and Labour 

2.4 Tribe: Profile and Location 
2.5 Village: Structure and Change 
2.6 Kinship: Principle and Pattern 
2.7 Religion and Society 

 

COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 

1.1. The Colonial Discourse (Week 1) 

1.1.1. Cohn, B.S., 1990, An Anthropologist among the Historians and Other 

Essays, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp.136-171 
 

1.2. The Nationalist Discourse (Week 2-3) 

1.2.1. Kaviraj, S., 2010, The Imaginary Institution of India, Ranikhet: Permanent 

Black, Pp.85-126 

1.3. The Subaltern Critique (Week 4) 

1.3.1. Guha, R., 1982, Subaltern Studies, Volume I. Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, Pp.1-8 

2.1. Caste: Concept and Critique (Weeks 5-6) 

2.1.1. Srinivas, M.N., 1969, „The Caste System in India‟, in A. Béteille (ed.) 



 
 

Social Inequality: Selected Readings, Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, Pp.265- 

272 

2.1.2. Mencher, J., 1991, „The Caste System Upside Down‟, in D. Gupta (ed.), 

Social Stratification, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp.93-109 

2.2. Agrarian Classes (Week 7) 

2.2.1. Dhanagare, D.N., 1991, “The Model of Agrarian Classes in India”, in D. 

Gupta (ed.), Social Stratification, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp. 271-275 

2.3. Industry and Labour (Week 8) 

2.3.1. Breman, J., 1999, “The Study of Industrial Labour in Post Colonial India: 

The Formal Sector”, Contributions to Indian Sociology, 33(1&2), Pp.1-41 

2.4. Tribe: Profile and Location (Week 9) 
7 

2.4.1. Haimendorf, C. V. F., 1967, „The Position of Tribal Population in India‟, in 

P. Mason India and Ceylon: Unity and Diversity, New York: Oxford University 

Press, Chapter 9 

2.5. Village: Structure and Change (Week 10) 

2.5.1. Srinvas, M. N., 1987, The Dominant Caste and Other Essays, Delhi: 

Oxford University Press, Pp.20-59 

2.6. Kinship: Principle and Pattern (Week 11) 

2.6.1. Karve, I., 1994, „The Kinship Map of India‟, in P. Uberoi (ed.) Family, 

Kinship and Marriage in India. Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp.50-73 

2.7. Religion and Society (Weeks 12-14) 

2.7.1. Srinivas, M.N. and A. M. Shah, 1968, „Hinduism‟, in D. L. Sills (ed.) The 

International Encyclopaedia of Social Sciences, Volume 6, New York: 

Macmillan, Pp.358-366 

2.7.2. Momin, A.R., 1977, „The Indo Islamic Tradition‟, Sociological Bulletin, 

26, Pp.242-258 

2.7.3. Uberoi, J.P.S., 1997, „The Five Symbols of Sikhism‟, in T.N. Madan (ed.) 

Religion in India, Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp. 320-332 

Note: 

The students are required to explore the contemporary sources on social 

institutions. With the aid of visual, oral and other kinds of 

narratives/representations students, advised and guided by teachers, are expected 

to arrange discussion sessions, work on assignments, undertake projects and 

fieldwork, and make presentations week-wise from the onset to the end of the 

semester. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Generic Elective 01 
             Total Credit=6  

             Total Marks 80+20=100 

             Total Classes: 38 

             Total Tutorials: 7 

          Class duration: 1 class=1 hour 

             1 tutorial = 1 hour 
                      6 classes per week 

Indian Society: Images and Realities 

 

Course Objective: 

This course seeks to provide an interdisciplinary introduction to Indian society. 
 Classes Tutorials  Marks  

1 Sociological understanding of Ideas of India: 

Civilization, Colony, Nation and Society (3 

Weeks) 

10 2 25 

2. Institutions and Processes (9 Weeks) 

Village, Town and Region 

Caste, Religion and Ethnicity 

Family and Gender 

Political Economy 

 

18 3 35 

3. Critical understanding of : Civilization, colony, 

Nation and society  (2 Weeks) 

 

10 2 20 

 

COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 

 Ideas of India : Civilization, Colony, Nation and Society (3 Weeks) 

 

 Embree, Ainslie Thomas,. Imagining India. Delhi: Oxford University Press, 

1989. Chapter 1- Brahmanical Ideology and Regional Identities. Pp. 9 – 27 

Cohn, Bernard. India: Social Anthropology of a Civilization, Delhi: OUP. 

Chapters 1, 3, 5 & 8 (1-7, 24-31, 51-59, 79-97) 

 

2. Institutions and Processes (9 Weeks) 

 Village, Town and Region 

Breman, Jan. ‘The Village in Focus’ from the Village Asia Revisited, Delhi: 

OUP 1997. Pp. 15-64 

Cohn, Bernard, An Anthropologist Among Historians and Other Essays, Delhi: 

OUP, 1987, Chapters. 4 and 6. Pp.78-85 & 100 – 135 

 Caste, Religion and Ethnicity 



 
 

Mines, Diane P. Caste in India. Ann Arbor, Mich.: Association for Asian 

Studies, 2009. Pp. 1-35 

Fuller, C. J. The Camphor Flame: Popular Hinduism and Society in India. 

Delhi: Viking, 1992. Chapter 1. Pp. 3 – 28. 

Ahmad, Imtiaz et.al (eds). Pluralism and Equality: Values in Indian Society and 

Politics, Sage : New Delhi, 2000. Chapter: ‘Basic Conflict of ‘we’ and ‘they’’ 

Between religious traditions, between Hindus, Muslims and Christians’. Pp. 

 Family and Gender 

Dube, Leela. ‘On the Construction of Gender: Hindu Girls in Patrilineal India’, 

Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 23, No. 18 (Apr. 30, 1988), pp. WS11 

WS19 

Gray, John N. & David J. Mearns. Society from the Inside Out: Anthropological 

Perspectives on the South Asian Household. New Delhi: Sage, 

1989. Chapter 3. (Sylvia Vatuk) Household Form and Formation: Variability 

and Social Change among South Indian Muslims. Pp. 107-137 

 

 Political Economy 

Chatterjee, Partha. State and Politics in India. Delhi: Oxford University Press, 

1997. Introduction: A Political History of Independent India. Pp. 1-39 

 Critiques (2 Weeks) 

Omvedt, Gail. Understanding Caste. New Delhi: Orient Black Swan, 2011. 

Chapters. 5, 9, 11 and Conclusion. Pp. 30-38, 67 – 73, 83 – 90, 97 – 105 

Sangari, Kumkum and Sudesh Vaid. Recasting Women: Essays in Indian 

Colonial History. New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press. Introduction, Pp. 

1 – 25 

Brass, Paul. 1991 “Ethnicity and Nationalism: Theory and Comparison .Sage 

Publication, pp 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

Core Course 03 

Introduction to Sociology II 

 
Total Credit=6  

Total Marks 80+20=100 

Total Classes: 38 

Total Tutorials: 7 

Class duration: 1 class=1 hour 

1 tutorial = 1 hour 

6 classes per week 

 

Course Objective: 

The course aims to provide a general introduction to sociological thought. The 

focus is on studying from the original texts to give the students a flavor of how 

over a period of time thinkers have conceptualized various aspects of society. This 

paper also provides a foundation for thinkers in the other papers. 

 

 
 Classes Tutorials  Marks  

1  Sociological Perspective 2 1 10 

1.1 Functionalism: 

Redcliff Brown, Durkheim 
 

4 1 10 

1.2 Interpretive Sociology 

Max Weber, George Simmel 

6 1 10 

1.3  Conflict Perspective 

Karl Marx, Ralf Dahrendorf 

6 1 10 

1.4 Structuralism: 

Edmund Leach, Claude Levi-Strauss 

6 1 10 

1.5 Interactionism: 

Herbert Blumer, Herbert Mead 

6 1 15 

1.6 Feminist Perspective 

Cultural Feminism, Liberal Feminism, 

Socialist ( Marxist) Feminism, Radical 

Faminisim 

8 1 15 

 

 

COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 
1. On the Plurality of Sociological Perspective (1-2 Week) 

1.1.1 Bottomore, T. B. 1971. Sociology: A Guide to Problems and Literature, 

London: Allen and Unwin, Chapter 2, Pp. 29-47 

1.1.2 Gouldner, Alvin, 1977, ‘Sociology’s Basic Assumptions’ in Thompson, 

Kenneth and Jeremy Tunstall, Sociological Perspectives, New York: 



 
 

Penguin Books Ltd, Pp. 13-17 

2. Functionalism (3-4 Weeks) 
 

Durkheim, mile, 1984, The Division of Labour in Society, Basingstoke: 

Macmillan. Pp. 149-174 

Radcliffe Brown, A.R., 1976, Structure and Function in Primitive Society, 

Free 

Press Chapter 9 & 10, Pp. 178-204 

3. Interpretive Sociology (4-6 Weeks) 

Weber, Max, 1978, Economy & Society: An outline of Interpretive 

Sociology, Vol 1, University of California Press, Basic Concepts, Pages 4-26 

4. Conflict Perspective (7-8 Weeks) 

Marx, Karl, 1990, Selected writings in Sociology and Social Philosophy, 

Penguin Books Limited, Pp. 88-101 

Dahrendorf, Ralf, 1968, Essays in the Theory of Society, Stanford: Stanford 

University Press, Chapters 4 & 5, Pp. 107-150 

5. Structuralism (8-9 Weeks) 

Leach, Edmund, 1973, 'Structuralism in Social Anthropology', In Robey, 

David 

Structuralism: An Introduction, 1st ed., Oxford: Clarendon Press, 37-56 

6. Interactionism (9-11 Weeks) 

Magill, Frank N., 1996, International Encyclopedia of Sociology, Volume 1, 

Routledge, Pp. 690-693 

Giddens, Anthony, 2010, Sociology, 6th edition, Polity, Chapter 7, ‘Social 

Interaction in Everyday Life’, Pp. 247-280 

7. Feminist Perspective (12-14) 

Jackson, S. and S. Scott (eds.), 2002, Gender: A Sociological Reader, 

London: Routledge, Introduction, Pp. 1‐26 

 

 Saikia ,J.P (2014) Gender : Themes and Issues , Concept Publishing House , 

New Delhi  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Core Course 04 

Sociology of India – II 
Total Credit=6  

Total Marks 80+20=100 

 Total Classes: 38 

Total Tutorials: 7 

Class duration: 1 class=1 hour 

 1 tutorial = 1 hour 

6 classes per week 

Course Objective: 

This paper aims to draw attention to the variety of ideas and debates about 

India. Further, it critically engages with the multiple socio-political forces and 

ideologies which shape the terrain of the nation. 

 
 Classes Tutorials  Marks  

1. Ideas of India 6 1 10 

1.1 Gandhi : Swaraj,  Ambedkar: Annihilation  

of Caste 

1.2 Indological: G.S.Ghurey , Louis Dumont   

Ethnographic Approaches:  M.N. Srinivas, 

S.C. Dube 

2.Resistance, Mobilization, Change 22 3 50 

2.1 Dalit Politics: Dalit Identity, Dalit Politics 

: Caste System and Economics, Inequality 

2.2 Mobility and Change: Sanskritization  and 

Westernization 
2.3 Women’s Movement: Women and 

Patriarchy  
2.4 Peasant Movements: Peasant Movements  

before and after Independence  
2.5 Ethnic Movements: Identity Politics –

Bodo, Karbi 
2.6 Middle Class Phenomenon: The History 

of Assamese Middle Class 

 

3.Challenges to Civilization, State and 

Society 

10 3 20 

3.1 Communalism: Religion and Politics in 

India 

3.2 Secularism: Secular Experiences in India 



 
 

 

 

 

 

COURSE CONTENTS AND ITINERARY 

1.1. Gandhi and Ambedkar (Weeks 1-2) 

1.1.1 M. K. Gandhi : Hind Swaraj, Navajibon Publishing House , Ahmedabad 

380014, India  

1.1.2. Ambedkar, B. R., 1971 [1936], Annihilation of Caste, Jullunder: Bheem 

Patrika 

1.2. Indological and Ethnographic Approaches (Weeks 3-4) 

1.2.1. Uberoi, P. et al., 2007, ‘Introduction: The Professionalization of Indian 

Anthropology and Sociology: Peoples, Places and Institutions’ in P. Uberoi et al 

(eds.) Anthropology in the East: Founders of Indian Sociology and 

Anthropology, New Delhi: Permanent Black, Pp. 1-63 

1.2.2. Dumont, L. and D. Pocock, 1957, ‘For a Sociology of India’, 

Contributions to Indian Sociology, 1, Pp.7-22 

2.1. Dalit Politics (Week 5) 

2.1.1. Shah, G., 2001, Dalit Identity and Politics, New Delhi: Sage 

Publications, Pp.17-43 

2.2. Mobility and Change (Week 6) 

2.2.1. Srinivas, M.N., 1956, ‘A Note on Sanskritization and Westernization’, 

The Far Eastern Quarterly, 15(4), Pp. 481-496 

2.3. Women’s Movement (Week 7) 

2.3.1. Menon, N., (ed.) 1999, Gender and Politics in India, Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, pp.342-369. 

2.4. Peasant Movements (Week 8) 

2.4.1. Pouchepadass, J., 1980, ‘Peasant Classes in Twentieth Century Agrarian 

Movements in India’, in E. Hobsbawm (ed.) Peasants in History, Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, Pp.136-155 

2.5. Ethnic Movements (Week 9) 

2.5.1. Baruah, S., 2010, ‘The Assam Movement’ in T.K. Oommen (ed.) Social 

Movements I: Issues of Identity. Delhi: Oxford University Press, Pp.191-208 

2.6. Middle Class Phenomenon (Week 10) 

2.6.1. Deshpande, S., 2003, Contemporary India: A Sociological View, New 

Delhi: Penguin Books, Pp.125-150 

2.6.2 Axomiya Modya Brita  Sreneer Itihaxh- Dr. Profulla Mahanta 

2.6.3 Karna, M. N.; 1999; Language, Region and National Identity in Sociological 

Bulletin; Vol 48; No 1 & 2; pp 75-96. 

3.3 Nationalism: Nation , Nationalism and sub 

nationalism 



 
 

3.1. Communalism (Week 11) 

3.1.1. Dumont, L., 1997, Religion, Politics and History in India, Paris: Mouton, 

Pp.89-110 

3.2. Secularism (Weeks 12-13) 

3.2.1. Kumar, R., 1986, ‘The Varieties of Secular Experience’, in Essays in the 

Social History of Modern India, Calcutta: Oxford University Press, Pp.31-46 

3.2.2. Madan, T.N., 1997, Modern Myths, Locked Minds, Delhi: Oxford University 

Press, Pp.233-265 

3.3. Nationalism (Week 14) 

3.3.1. Oommen, T. K., 1997, Citizenship and National identity: From Colonialism 

to Globalism. New Delhi: Sage Publications, pp.143-172. 

3.3.2 Desai , A. R. ( 1979): Social  Background  of Indian Nationalism  

Additional Instruction: 

The students are required to explore the contemporary sources on social 

institutions. With the aid of visual, oral and other kinds of 

narratives/representations students, advised and guided by teachers, are expected 

to arrange discussion sessions, work on assignments, undertake projects and 

fieldwork, and make presentations week-wise from the onset to the end of the 

semester. 

Additional Reading: 

Ray, N. R., 1973, Nationalism in India: A Historical Analysis of its Stresses and 

Strains, Aligarh: Aligarh Muslim University Press 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Generic Elective 02 

 
Total Credit=6  

Total Marks 80+20=100 
Total Classes: 38 

Total Tutorials: 7 

Class duration: 1 class=1 hour 

1 tutorial = 1 hour 
6 classes per week 

 

Family and Intimacy 

Course Objective: 
Family is one of the vital institutions of human society. It is experienced intimately 

and debated keenly. This course attempts to introduce students to a range of 
contemporary concerns pertaining to this institution from a sociological 

perspective and with an interdisciplinary orientation. 
 

 Classes Tutorials  Marks  

1. What is Family? Definition, Meaning, 

Characteristics , Types and Functions (4 Weeks) 

10 2 20 

2. Family and Intimacy: Themes and Accounts- 

Types of Marriage and Kinship (6 Weeks 

10 2 20 

3. Family and Intimacy: Critiques and 

Transformations- Emerging trends of Intimacy 

as- 

28 3 40 

3.1 Political belonging ( Membership, inclusion/ 

exclusion criteria) 

 

3.2 Economic belonging( Work and Organizational 

life) 

3.3 Cultural belonging ( Diverse cultural symbol) 

3.4 Personal belonging ( kinship bondage) (4 Weeks) 

 

 

Course Contents and Itinerary 

1. What is Family? (4 Weeks) 
 Mitterauer, Michael, and Reinhard Sieder. The European Family. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1982. Chapter 1. Family as an Historical Social 
Form. Pp. 1-21 

 Worsley, Peter. Introducing Sociology. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1984. 
Chapter 4. The Family. Pp. 165-209 

 Levi-Strauss, Claude. ‘The Family’ in Harry L Shapiro (ed.) Man, Culture and 
Society. New York: Oxford University Press, Pp. 261 - 285 



 
 

 Okin, Susan Moller. Justice, Gender, and the Family. New York: Basic Books, 
1989. Chapter 2. The Family: Beyond Justice? Pp. 25 – 40. 

 Weston, Kath. Families We Choose. New York: Columbia University Press, 
1991. Chapter 2. Exiles from Kinship. Pp. 21 – 42. 

2. Family and Intimacy: Themes and Accounts (6 Weeks) 
 Lannoy, Richard. The Speaking Tree. London: Oxford University Press, 1974. 

Part Two, Chapters. 1, 2 & 4 The Child, Family Relationships & Change in the 
Family System. Pp. 83 – 112 & 124 - 131 
 Madan, T. N. Family and Kinship: A study of the Pandits of Rural Kashmir. 
Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1989. Chapters, 5 & 6. Pp. 64 – 108 
 Fruzzetti, Lina M. The Gift of a Virgin: Women, Marriage, and Ritual in a 
Bengali Society. Delhi: OUP. 1993. Introduction and Chapter 1. Sampradan: The 
Gift of Women and Status of Men. Pp. 1 – 28 
 Trawick, Margaret. Notes on Love in a Tamil Family. Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, 1996. Chapters. 3 & 5 The Ideology of Love & Siblings and Spouses. Pp. 
89– 116 & 187 – 204. 
 Raheja, Gloria Goodwin, and Ann Grodzins Gold. Listen To The Heron's 
Words: Reimagining Gender and Kinship in North India. Delhi: Oxford University 
Press, 1996. Chapter 2. Sexuality, Fertility, and Erotic Imagination in Rajasthani 
Women’s Songs. Pp. 30 – 72 

3. Family and Intimacy: Critiques Transformations (4 Weeks) 
3.1 arrett, ich le, and ary c ntosh. The Anti-Social Family. London: Verso, 1991. 
Chapter 2. The Anti-Social Family. Pp. 43 – 80 
 Cartledge, Sue, and Joanna Ryan. Sex & Love: New Thoughts on Old 
Contradictions. London: Women's Press, 1983. Chapter 7 ‘ s a Feminist 
Heterosexuality Possible?’ Pp. 105 – 123 

 Coontz, Stephanie. Marriage, A History. New York: Viking, 2005. Pp. 15 – 49 

3.4 Therborn, ran. Between Sex and Power: Family in the World, 1900- 2000. 
London: Routledge, 2004. Introduction, Chapter 2 and Conclusion. Pp. 1- 12, 73 – 
106 & 295 – 315 

 

 


